Effects of School Spirit on Color Preferences: Berkeley’s Blue-and-Gold vs. Stanford’s Red-and-White
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The WAVEs explain 80% of the variance in average color preferences notatall el not at all very much . | n . . . . .
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— Participants rated their school spirit (Berkeley or Stanford) (1-9, 1 = anti-spirit, 9 = tons of spirit). for Individuals
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A person’s preference for university colors should vary according to the strength of  MStanford students %
their affective connection with that university.
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Research Questions:

Do students like their university’s colors better than their rival university’s colors?
Does their preference for their university’s colors increase with the strength of their
positive affect for the institution (school spirit)?
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Berkeley and Stanford undergraduates show systematic differences in preferences for university colors.
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The magnitude of differential preference for Berkeley vs. Stanford colors correlates with the amount of
school spirit (positive affect) the individuals feel for their own university.
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These findings support the Ecological Valence Theory’s claim that color preferences are causally

Colors . _ . . . . determined by affective responses to associates of those colors:
Average Composite Score Correlated with Spirit Composite Score Correlated with Spirit It is unlikely that students choose their university because they like the university’s colors and
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Munsell colors specified in CIE 1931 values through the Munsell Renotation Table (Wyszecki & Stiles, 1967)




